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Why The Wiz? 
Victor Fleming’s ‘The Wizard of Oz’ is one of the most notable 
Hollywood productions. Standing the test of time, the story of 
Dorothy in Oz  is a timeless classic and has been revived time and 
time again. There have also been many reinterpretations and sequels 
like Return to Oz, Wicked and Emerald City to mention a few. 
What was it about this story that empowered people to reimagine it 
time and time again? We think it’s the story’s ability to celebrate 
different attributes, diverse worlds and its celebration of a beautiful 
key theme - home is where the heart is. Taking this whimsical 
notion and looking at our beautifully diverse and multi-talented 
cast, we couldn’t think of a better piece than this to embellish their 
individuality and uniqueness all in one colourful show.

The Wiz: A reconceptualisation of a reconceptualisation.

In 1979 Motown brought this story alive with funk and soul. 
Rethinking this version and shaking it up even further; what if Oz 
was our students’ home in London? What if magic was through the 
guise of technology? What if Dorothy’s dream was set in a modern 
dystopia and leaving Kansas symbolised her rights of passage? The 
time and place of the piece doesn’t play an important role in our 
version. What the company aim to do is reshape the Wiz to create a 
relatable fictional place where Dorothy is lost and we play out her 
struggle. Using powerful music, dynamic dance and a lot of colour we 
have put our own stamp on the idea that ‘there’s, no place like home’.

There’s no place...

...like home

This programme was created by Year 
9 students as part of a Motown music 
project. Special thanks to Ben Rollo-
Hayward and Jess Hughes for their 
invaluable help in formatting the 
programme. 

The performance is approximately 2 hours long with an interval of 
approx 15 minutes.



Act 2

Entr’acte
Don’t Nobody Bring Me No 
Bad News
Funkey monkey
Everybody Rejoice
Believe in yourself 
A rested body
Finale

Act One
 
The story begins at Dorothy’s house, where she lives with her Uncle Henry 
and two Aunts, Em and Mary. They care deeply for Dorothy, and live a 
peaceful life, until suddenly, a tornado comes and blows Dorothy’s house 
away. Eventually, the house lands with a thump, killing a witch that lay 
beneath. Dorothy ends up in Munchkin Land and meets a comic witch called 
Addaperle. She tells Dorothy to follow the yellow brick road (or in our case, 
the circle line) and find The Wiz to help her get home. Whilst making her 
way down the road she meets the Scarecrow, who, as it turns out, was in 
search of a brain. Dorothy insists they should both go to the Emerald city 
together, as maybe The Wiz might be able to help him too. Continuing their 
journey, they meet the Tin Man. He was rusty and needed oil. He also needed 
a heart, so Dorothy invites him along as well. Next, they meet a cowardly 
Lion, who pops out and tries to scare them. He wanted to prove to them that 
he was terrifying, but he failed. In desperate need of courage, he joins the 
gang on their journey to see the Wiz. Before they arrive at the Emerald City 
they take the wrong turning and end up in trouble with a Poppy Girl. When 
they finally arrive at the Emerald City the  Wizard of Oz reveals himself and 
instructs them to kill the evil Witch of the West. In return they will get what 
they want. 

Act Two 

The wicked, evil, power hungry witch, Evilenne, was a woman who always 
wanted everything she saw. Not liking Dorothy and her friends she sends 
her own flying monkey to pursue and destroy them. Once captured, Evilene 
tries to convince Dorothy to give over her red shoes. A big fight with the 
Lion ensues, resulting in the evil witch melting and dying. After this, all the 
spells were lifted. They give thanks and celebrate 

Dorothy and her friends return to the Wiz but they discover that he’s a fake 
and isn’t a wizard at all. He allows the Scarecrow to believe he has brains, 
Tinman he has a heart and Lion that he now has courage, and it works. 
However, he is unable to grant Dorothy’s wish of getting home. The Wiz 
leaves and Dorothy is left with no answers. At that moment Addapearle 
appears and calls for Glinda, another helpful witch. Glinda points out that 
all along, all Dorothy had to do was click her heels three times and she’d be 
home. Having changed from her long journey and overcome her struggle, she 
says her final goodbye to Oz and her friends and is transported home safely. 

Act 1

Overture
The feeling We Once Had 
Tornado 
He’s the Wiz 
Soon as I get home 
Born on the Day Before Yesterday 
Ease On Down the Road #1 
Slide Some Oil To Me 
Ease On Down the Road #2
Mean Ole Lion
Ease On Down the Road #3
Poppies Ballet
Be a Lion 
Emerald City Dance 
Meet the Wizard 
What Would I Do if I Could Feel?

Song List THE PLOT



IN REHEARSAL



What Was The Civil Rights Movement?
By Fawjya Zarin

The Civil Rights Movement was a political movement fighting for equality for all 
races. It aimed to carry out non-violent protests and campaign for the rights of 
African- Americans to be protected by the law as equally as other races. The Civil 
Rights Movement links right back to the end of the American Civil war in 1865, when 
slavery was abolished. The Abolitionists of this time thought slavery was morally 
wrong. In the 1960s, black people were still fighting for the equality that should have 
existed once slavery was abolished. Many would say the fight is still not yet over.    

One of the most influential people in the movement was Martin Luther King Jr.. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was an American Baptist minister and activist. Martin Luther 
King’s speech “I have dream”; was given in the shadow of the Lincoln Memorial, 
the monument honouring President Abraham Lincoln.  By giving his speech there, 
Martin Luther King was wanting to call attention to how things were so terrible a 
century before and, despite the changes made by Lincoln, some things hadn’t changed 
so very much in one hundred years. Martin Luther King’s speech and his message of 
nonviolence was brought to a worldwide audience spurring a radical change to civil 
rights.

Another influential person was Rosa Parks, an American Civil Rights Movement 
Activist pre-dating Martin Luther King JR. Rosa Parks refused to surrender her bus 
seat to a white passenger, igniting the Montgomery boycott and inspiring other efforts 
of Civil Rights movements.

There were many people involved in the Civil Right Movement, and they all created an 
impact on our world today. It prompted the Black Arts movement, which celebrated 
the creative successes of black artists, poets and musicians. It is here where our link 
with The Wiz is made. 

Black Music
By Malakhi & Yaseer

Music during the Civil Rights Movement was influenced by African American 
Spiritual, Gospel and Folk music. The songs sang at this time were a reflection of the 
desire for a changed society.

Music and singing gave the people a voice during the Civil Rights movement.  
Although people were attacked and hurt for standing up for what they wanted they 
continued to fight for equal rights.The songs during that time were referred to as 
freedom songs.  Martin Luther King Jr. said, ‘‘the freedom songs are playing a strong 
and vital role in our struggle.”

Songs, such as, “We shall not be moved” were sung in meetings, on the streets, or 
while someone is getting dragged to jail.  These songs gave the people a sense that they 
had a type of power that they could not describe.  This song was a representation of the 
people and their determination to stand up and face the government. 

The music during Civil Rights Movement was an uplifting encouragement to the 
African Americans who were fighting for their rights. The music displayed similarities 
between old African American music mixed in with more contemporary styles 
that showed how black music has evolved. Music has become yet another means of 
inspiration to many people.

The Wiz

The Wiz became famous because it was the first American Musical to feature an all 
black cast. Owing to its link to the celebration of black artists, Year 9 have been 
exploring some of the key black musicians to emerge from the Motown scene of the 
70s and 80s. These artists can be linked to the Black Arts Movement, which emerged 
following the Black Power and Civil Rights movement of the 60s and 70s.

Find out more about these artists, and don’t forget to scan the QR codes to hear some 
live extracts of famous Motown songs performed and recorded by year 9s.

The Civil Rights Movement, The Black 

Arts Movement, and The Wiz



MICHAEL JACKSON - A TRUE BLACK ICON?
by Divaina, Sophia, Robe and Emile

Michael Jackson’s hair was a symbol of black pride. With a crown 
of curls sitting extravagantly upon his head, he, along with the 
Jackson 5, were the first black teen group that appealed to a 
white audience. However, as the years went on Michael Jackson 
changed his features and appearance drastically. Jackson went 
from a chocolatey skin tone, broad nose and a fluffy afro to 
ghostly pale skin, a pointed nose and permed hair. With this in 
mind, can we really call Jackson a true black artist?

The Jackson 5 was founded in 1964. All the brothers had big 
afros, brown skin and their music was loved by people of all 

colours. Many people would judge Michael Jackson’s 
appearance and his personality. However, 
Michaels’s songs were really catchy that 
people couldn’t help but sing along. His fame 
started from when he was 11 years old as the 
lead singer of The Jackson 5. Michael was 

more than an artist to people, he was like 
a family member; their little brother. 
However, progressing through his 

career, Michael had strayed from being 
the iconic little brother that so many fans 
loved and respected. 

Later, Michael Jackson’s complexion 
started to lighten and his Afro changed 
to relaxed hair. Some people said that 
he wanted to be lighter and bleached 

himself due to pressure from the white 
community, however it was later found 

out that he could have had a rare skin 
condition called vitiligo. Vitiligo is a 

disorder in which white patches of skin appear on different parts of 
the body. This happens because the cells that make pigment in the 
skin are destroyed. The bleaching and excessive white make-up was 
to hide the white patches and even out his skin tone. 

One of the signs of him having vitiligo was a single white glove that 
made its appearance in 1983. While the disease typically affects 
both sides of the body, it can begin in a small area on one side, like 
the hand. But the single glove was occasionally switched between 
both hands, and Jackson’s costumier said that it was used so the 
audience could track his quick hand movements, meaning it wasn’t 

necessarily to conceal his skin. However, further evidence shows 
that in his autobiography he had said, “I had been wearing a single 
glove for years before Thriller…I was wearing it on some of the old 
tours back in the 1970s, and I wore one glove during the Off the Wall 
tour and on the cover of the live album that came out afterward…       
I actually had been wearing the glove for a long time, but it hadn’t 
gotten a lot of attention until all of a sudden it hit with Thriller in 
1983.”

Can we really call Michael Jackson a true black artist? By following 
the evidence left behind, we might conclude that Michael Jackson 
was indeed a true black artist and that his image change was not 
entirely his fault. What do you think?

Motown 
Legends



ARETHA FRANKLIN- R.E.S.P.E.C.T
by Cole Mpengo

Aretha Franklin’s song ‘RESPECT’ had millions of listeners 
agreeing with her statement in the late 60’s. Her powerful voice 
was adored and this was the first time many heard her sing. She 
was a great role model for both black female and male artists. 
She also supported the Black Civil Rights movement at the time, 

where a lot of racial political issues were being 
proteseted.

There was also a need for strong, feminine 
voices in a male-dominated society at this 

time. Voices that could stand up against 
the sexism going on. Aretha Franklin 
played a huge role in fulfilling this 
need with her beautiful blend of soul 
and R&B. 

Aretha Franklin’s song, ‘Natural 
Woman’ written by Carole King, 
was released in 1968 and is one of 
her most famous hits. 

JAMES BROWN- MAKING YOU FEEL GOOD FOR OVER 
FIFTY YEARS
by Max, Aniq, Abdul & Emilio

James Brown lived between 1933-2006. He was a singer, songwriter 
and a keyboardist. James Brown was known as the Godfather of Soul 
and inspired many artists. 
In 1955, Bobby Byrd invited James Brown to join his R&B vocal 
group, The Gospel Starlighters. This was his big break. The group 
renamed themselves  The Famous Flames and moved to Macon, 
Georgia, where they 
performed at local 
nightclubs.
Brown went on to 
have an active career 
in the music industry, 
and used his fame 
to support the Civil 
Rights Movement. He 
offered a free concert 
in Boston after Martin 
Luther King Jr. was 
assassinated to try and 
avoid racially charged 
riots. It would be right 
to refer to James 
brown as a symbol of 
black empowerment.

You can listen to our 
live recording of an 
extract of ‘I Feel 
Good’, by scanning the 
QR code below. 

Scan the QR code 
above to hear our own, 

beautiful version of 
the song. 



MARVIN GAYE- I HEARD IT THROUGH THE 
GRAPEVINE
by Yunus, Hashim, Ashur & Nic

Gaye started singing in church when he was four years old. His 
father often accompanied him on piano. Gaye and his family were 
part of a musical church known as the House of God. Gaye started 
to love singing at a young age and was encouraged to carry on as 
a professional musician after a performance at a school play at 11 
singing where he sung Mario Lanza “Be My Love”.

Marvin Gaye showed his support of the Black Power Movement 
after Martin Luther King was assassinated. He did a concert 

after his death that prevented riots from erupting. Even though 
Martin Luther King died he still wanted to carry on the black power 
movement, and promote civil rights. He wrote a song called ‘Touch 
the souls’, an anti-war anthem showing the civil rights struggles for 
African Americans. 

Later in his life, on the morning of April 1984 an argument between 
Marvin and his father escalated into a fight. Marvin’s father took a 
revolver that was actually given to him by Marvin to protect himself, 
and shot him three times in the chest. The wounds were fatal and he 
was pronounced dead on arrival at a California Hospital. His ashes 
were spread around the Pacific Ocean.

Another of Gaye’s hits was ‘Heard it Through the Grapevine’. 
Originally recorded in 1983, you can listen to the intro by scanning 
the QR code below.
 

MICHAEL JACKSON - KING OF POP
by Joseph & Andre

People might (and do) bad mouth Michael Jackson, but it is 
undisputed that his music has changed the world for the better. He 
was the first black superstar coming after the civil rights movement, 
pushing the boundaries of what was possible for a black child. 
Swinging his afro about as early as six years old, he signed for 
Motown in a very important year of black history, the year when 
Martin Luther King was assassinated and Detroit burnt to the 
ground. The year of 1968. He has been a huge part of the lives of all 
communities of all race, and even now, 49 years later, everybody 
who is anybody knows his name. Reverend Al Sharpton said: “many 

ridiculed him” and he was right. Some called him very strange, but 
many don’t realise how much of an impression he left on the planet 
and how he has changed the lives of black musicians and, in reality, 
many other musicians and people on the planet as well. 

“He put on one glove, pulled his pants up and 
broke down the color curtain where now 

our videos are shown and magazines put us 
on the cover. It was Michael Jackson that 
brought Blacks and Whites and Asians and 

Latinos together.” This, from a blog site of 
Rhodes College shows that Michael Jackson 
participated in the black arts movement for the 
simple reason that he made people forget about 
segregation and indulge in his songs. With over 
1,000 songs written and 217 fully recorded as a 
solo artist from the 1970s when he started his 
career, he sold more than 750 million records 
worldwide. 

Drawing by 
Tasnia



1. How do you think you have improved as an actor during this process?

Lathifah Garvey: I learnt how to respond to critique and how to remember my lines. I 
also learnt how to adapt to changes really quickly. 
Joseph Blacksell: I think I have massively improved my range as an actor. Before all 
of this I only had relatively bleak and dark characterisations. The Lion is completely 
different to what I’ve been doing before. 

2. What is the most exciting scene in the play?

Cole Mpengo: My favourite part of the play is when the yellow brick road dancers 
come in to dance and sing their song “Ease on down the Road.” 
Fawjya Zarin: I think that the most exciting scene in the play is when we meet the 
Wicked Witch because it gives diversity to the whole play.
Emily Crowhurst: The most exciting scene for me is the Tornado. It features the whole 
cast and is a really difficult one for the band, which keeps us on our toes! I love the 
range of movement. 

3. What is your opinion of the plot of The Wiz?

CM: The plot is like the opposite of what we did last year, it is more fun and exciting 
and explores more of the musical side.
Aniq Tahir: In my opinion the plot of the wiz is great for showing adventure as it 
shows a story of a girl who never experienced a world in a new perspective and goes 
through a tough journey.

4. Who are the most important characters in the play? Why?

Milca Panda: Dorothy, Scarecrow, Tinman and Lion because they show the moral of 
the play, which is friendship. 
LG: I think it’s Dorothy, because, without her the play wouldn’t make any sense. 
FZ: I believe that the most important characters are Dorothy and her friends because 
they carry the show.

5. Why did you choose this specific play?

Ahmet Ahmet: Firstly, it was a big and obvious contrast to Oliver!,  last year’s show. 
secondly from a wellbeing point of view it’s important for two reasons, a. because it 
was one of the first all black big Musicals to succeed, therefore it’s a celebration of 
Motown and black music and b. It provided an opportunity to take an original piece 
and  reconceptualize it so that School21 could put their stamp on it.

EC This musical is a real contrast to our first production of Oliver! It offers new 

challenges and has particularly demanding vocal roles. We have an incredible team 
of performers, both students and staff, and so this Musical provides the perfect 
challenge. It also features some of the best characters and songs in Musical Theatre. 

6.  What was your experience like during rehearsals? 

CM:it was very stressful. 

AA: Compared to last year, this year has been extremely calm and professional. 
Despite a few blips a real creative theatre culture  has now been set. Also the 
collaboration has been particularly special this year with lots of different people being 
involved.

EC Rehearsals are always hard work, but the students have formed a tight ensemble 
that has allowed them to flourish both as performers and as a team. I have particularly 
enjoyed embedding difficult harmony parts into this year’s songs and seeing the 
performers gain in confidence and expertise. 

7. How have you adapted the play for School21 audience?

CM:we’ve changed yellow brick road to the yellow train line (the circle line) and 
moved the main part of the story from New York to London.

EC: We have used the three witches in a dual role. They play their main character, but 
also appear in a different form as the yellow brick road at different points during the 
show.  

8. What separates this play from the others you’ve done?

CM It’s more fun.

EC: It is the most vocally demanding Musical we have attempted so far

FZ: It showcases the idea of ‘coming of age’ and explores how Dorothy becomes more 
independent. 

Describe the cast of The Wiz in one word.

AA:Dynamic
AT:Magical
MP:Vigorous
LG:Supportive
CM:Committed 
SP: Creative
FZ: Extravagant 
JB: Energetic
EC: Inspiring

Aqeel, Arnas and Alim put questions to the cast and directors of The Wiz...MEET THE CAST



The Ensemble...
Rebecca Adedokun
Kezzaiah Bediako
Maral Babayani
Kiyara Cornelio
Alima Akbar
Rayana Todorova
Megan Bastoni
Miriam McQueen
Mariam Saleh
Jiunnyih Tan
Christian Cerban
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Cecilia Potin
Daisy Paulo
Robe Gamayo
Emile Galkute
Aaliyah Abdinur
Jade McClear

Dance Captains...
Dalia Sobral Francisco
Rosie Fernandes

Set Design

Fatma Kartal
Prudent Rone
Asiah Faure
Florentina Bashota
Tomas Zakrocki
Umair Khan
Tasnia Begum
Erleta Topalli
Georgina Sulakova
Asiza Mirre
Stage Manager
Anna Byakika

Stage Manager/Set

Anna Byakika

Lighting/Backstage
Yusuf Egal
Jahsiah Weekes

Tin Man - 
Cole Mpengo

Dorothy - 
Saray Berhane-

Dickenson

The Lion - 
Joseph Blacksell

The Scarecrow - 
Samson Adedokun

Addaperle - 
Lathifah Garvey

Glinda- 
Fawjya Zarin

Aunt Mary - 
Divaina Zalnieraviciute

The Wiz - 
Isaac Campta

The Winged Monkey- 
Celso Neto Dos 

Santos

Gatekeeper 2 - 
Matilda Parker

Gatekeeper 1 - 
Aman Ahmed

Lord High Underling- 
Ulla Alekse

Poppy Girl - 
Anna Utalishvili

Aunt Em - 
Elizabeth Thompson

Uncle Henry - 
Aniq Tahir

Munchkin 2 - 
Nikola Vasilev

Munchkin 1 - 
Yuxuan Jiang (Ella)

Evilene - 
Milca Panda

THE CAST



GAMES PAGE! Wiz Search
1. True 2. True 3. False 4. False 5. True 6. False

True or False?

1. The lion wants more courage           
2. Dorothy lives in Kansas, before her house is destroyed by a tornado      
3. Dorothy has a dog called Max. 

4. You hear the yellow brick road song five times during the musical 

5. Dorothy lives with her Aunts instead of her Mum

6. Dorothy has silver shoes in our version of The Wiz 

AUNTEM

DOG

DOROTHY

GLINDA

GOODWITCH

LION

SCARECROW

SILVERSLIPPERS

TINMAN

WICKEDWITCH

WIZARD

Can you colour in the main characters of The Wiz?



The music and 
articles we have 
shared in this programme 
came from the Motown Era, 
which was at its peak at a similar time to the 
release of The Wiz. Motown was originally a record company 
founded by Berry Gordy Jr, in America. On January 12th 
1959, it was founded as Tamla Records and on April 14 1960, 
it was incorporated as Motown Record Corporation in Detroit, 
Michigan. It was created to represent black artists, just as The 
Wiz was created to represent black musicians and actors. 

Motown Records was established simply from an $800 loan from 
record producer, Berry Gordy’s family. In less than a few years, 
Motown Records was up on its feet, selling more singles and 
releasing more hits than any other record company.

Motown was the heart and soul of American pop music, 
involving famous multi-platinum artists such as The Supremes, 
Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye and Jackson 5.  The sound is known 
to be a style of soul music with distinctive characteristics. 
With the use of drums, bass, tambourines and a range of unique 
melodies and chord structures, Motown music is still popular 
today, and you’ll hear lots of its stylistic feature in tonight’s 
performance.

by Milca Panda

Enjoy the 
show!




